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searched for them in the first and second class carriages
of the train. Not finding them there, the party was
about to leave the station disappointed, when the
guests were seen to get down bare-footed from a third
class carriage. So says the Sanjibani.
From the station to the Asram they walked barefooted.
What he writes humorously in the Autobiography about
his dress at that time makes our recollection of the day
bright and vivid:
With my kathiawadi cloak,  turban and  dhoti,  I
looked somewhat more civilised than I do today.
We can only imagine how the confusion mentioned
above would have been worse confounded had he appeared
at Bolpur station in his later garb of a single loin-cloth,
which symbolized so well the spirit of sacrifice characteristic
of the whole man. It was still too early for even the Gandhi
cap to become fashionable.
Gandhiji had hoped to spend some time quietly in Santi-
niketan. But as ill luck would have it, he received a wire
in the morning of 19 February, 1915, telling of Gokhale's
death. Gokhale was very ill when Gandhiji had left Poona.
Still, the suddenness of it stunned him. The school was
closed as a mark of respect to the departed leader. In a con-
dolence meeting over which he presided, among other things
Gandhiji remarked, 1 set out to find a true hero and I
found only one in the whole of India. That hero was
Gokhale'. That afternoon Gandhiji along with Kasturba
and Maganlal started for Poona. Andrews accompanied
them as far as Burdwan. In his journey from there to
Kalyan he came to know fully and at first hand the hard-
ships of the third class passengers. In the chapter, 'Woes
of Third Class Passengers' in his Autobiography be
describes this at full length.
Three days later (22 February) on his return to
Santiniketan Rabindranath met only his boy*guests. Some
days later Gandhiji returned from Poona.
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